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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

Science has shown that people who have close friendships are happier, more successful 
and even more physically and emotionally healthy.  And through social media in our hyper-
connected culture, it may seem like it’s never been easier to make and maintain relationships.  
But is that true?  How do Americans meet their friends?  Who is most likely to feel lonely?  
According to a nationwide online study by the Barna Research Group (May 2017), one out of 
five Americans surveyed said they regularly or often feel lonely.  Men are more likely to be 
lonely than women; millennials are more lonely than any of the age groups that preceded 
them.  In the event of an emergency or a difficult time, 69 percent said they’d seek help from 
someone outside their family.  Forty-two percent claim they met their closest friends at work.  
Only 20 percent said church is where they found their closest friends.  Lower-income people 
are more inclined to be lonely than others, and they claim to have an average of 2.5 friends 
compared to the average for the general population of five friends. 

While people might have hundreds of Facebook friends, true, close friends are decreasing.  
Perhaps most concerning of all, one in ten people admit that they have no close friends at all.  
Loneliness is an epidemic in modern society.  Why?  Perhaps because Americans have bought 
into a lie.  We were raised to believe that rugged individualism was the road to happiness.  
We also bought into the illusion of a utopian lifestyle whereby if we work for and secure our 
privacy, we will have everything we want and need:  private bedrooms, private baths, private 
entertainment centers, where family members can go for days without running into each oth-
er.  But is that really what we want?  Will all that privacy really make us happy? 

The Lord God said in the creation story, “It’s not good that the human is alone” (Genesis 
2:18).  The scared, confused, sometimes conflicted band of believers who formed the Chris-
tian Church many generations later got one thing right.  They stuck together.  They devoted 
themselves to the fellowship:  “The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to 
the community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers” (Acts 2:42).  The word 
“community,” koinonia in Greek, stresses the strong “common” (koinon) bond among the early 
followers of Jesus.  What we can learn from those first Christians is that one way to combat 
loneliness is to keep company with Christ and with those who keep company with Christ.  

Friends are those rare people who come in when the rest of the world is going out.  
Friends are the people who ask how you are, and then stay around long enough to hear the 
answer.  Friends know your deepest and darkest secrets and love you anyway.  Is it possible 
to find those kinds of friends in church?  In our church?  In The Book of Joy, co-authored by 
those two spiritual giants of our time, His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, Bishop Tutu writes, “Perhaps our synagogues, our temples, and our churches are not as 
welcoming as they should be.  I really think that we do need for these fellowships to do a 
great deal more to have those who are lonely come and share.  Not in an aggressive way, or 
in order, as it were, to increase their records or their ranks, but really just keenly interested in 
one person who comes and gets what they did not have before – warmth and fellowship.” 

That curmudgeon of a comedian Grouch Marx said, “I wouldn’t want to be a part of any 
church that would have me as a member.”  I want to be in a church where the Groucho 
Marx’s of the world will be welcome, a church where love is the ethic, grace is the dynamic, 
and Christ is the center of all that we do.  What all churches need to be is a safe place for all 
God’s children, a shelter in the time of storm, a place of stability through the ups and down, 
and a place where hope reigns and faith flows.  I believe that what will help to combat loneli-
ness in America is for the church to be a welcoming place where all God’s children are knit to-
gether and strengthened to become the hands and feet of Christ in the world.  That’s food for 
thought.  
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Wesley Heritage England 
Travel Opportunity 

Have you ever wanted to walk where John Wesley walked? . . .  
visit the spot where his heart was “strangely warmed”? . . .  see where 
he preached to those first “Methodists”? . . .  sing in the places where 
Charles Wesley wrote the great hymns of our faith? . . .  visit the town 
where Susanna and Samuel Wesley raised their family?  Would you 
like to make this journey with friends from Williamsburg United Meth-
odist Church?  Rev Bill Jones and Randy Casey-Rutland are leading a 
Wesley Heritage educational trip to England in May 2018.  You are in-
vited to join us.   

Bill and Randy are partnering with Educational Opportunities 
(www.eo.travelwithus.com) to offer a spiritually nourishing, in-
formative, and enjoyable trip to visit Epworth, Oxford, London, and 
other places in England that were formative in Wesley’s life and in the 
early days of Methodism.  We’ll depart on May 8, 2018, from Rich-
mond – or departure can be arranged from just about anywhere so 
friends and family living elsewhere can join as well.  We’ll stay in first 
class hotels, spend 7 days on professionally guided tours, worship, 
pray, and sing together, enjoy some free time for shopping and ex-
ploring, and depart on May 16 to return home.  Or you can extend 
your trip with a few extra days in London or in Ireland.   

The price is all-inclusive, meaning the price includes round trip 
airfare, deluxe motorcoach transportation, entrance fees, guided tours, 
first class hotel accommodations, and most meals.  The all-inclusive 
price is $3,596 per person departing from Richmond (or $3,298 from 

NY).  A $150 discount per person is offered for registrations received by July 9, 2017 and a $100 
per person discount for registrations received by August 9.   

Brochures are available at the WUMC Connection Corner desk near the parking lot door and online at 
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-a#eotours. 

For decades, Educational Opportunities (EO) has been leading church tours to the Holy Land and other 
religiously significant sites.  A group from WUMC traveled with EO in the Fall of 2016 to Greece, Rome, Ephe-
sus, and Israel.  It was a wonderful experience, not only as a pilgrimage to the lands of the Bible, but also as 
an opportunity to build lasting relationships as we learned and grew together. 

Bill and Randy would love to have you join the tour of Wesley’s England.  Pick up a brochure.  Talk with 
your friends.  Ask us for details.  And get ready to explore our Methodist heritage through a trip to 21st cen-
tury England. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-a#eotours
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In early 2017, a suggestion was made by a long-time member of the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women (WUMW) organization to capture a bit of information on the naming of each Women’s Circle.  From 
this idea, a project was born to gather and document some history about the various WUMW groups.  Each 
team was asked to delve into their past and fondly reminisce.  This article is the fifth in a series to capture 
and share some interesting and fun facts about the Women’s Circles of the church.  

Originally, the circles of our church were identified by numbers and were a part of the Women’s Society 
of Christian Services (WSCS) organization.  After the 1968 creation of the United Methodist Church, the WSCS 
remained in place.  However, on February 12, 1973, the WSCS was renamed the United Methodist Women 
organization, as it is known today.  The circles continued to be designated as numbers into the 1980s and 
1990s, when the groups began adopting commemorative names.  The quantity of circles varied through the 
years; usually around 8, but as few as 5 in 1947 and as many as 11 in 1979.   

In 1965, the membership of Circle #3 became too large and circle leader Pauline Johnson made a request 
to divide the circle into two groups.  At the March Executive Board meeting that year, Alice Chappell moved 
that Circle #3 be divided into two 2nd Tuesday 1 o’clock circles.  Ruth Ford seconded the motion and it was 
carried.  Circle #7 was created.  As with other circles of the time, Circle #7 ladies would meet in the homes 
of the various members.  Their main focus was visiting patients at the Pines Nursing Home, and also enter-
taining patients at Eastern State Hospital with Bingo parties. 

Carol Scott and her husband Roland moved to Williamsburg in the 1970s. The couple purchased a home 
in the White Oakes community off of Route 5 and joined the Williamsburg United Methodist Church.   Carol 
was an elementary school teacher and taught in the local public schools.  Roland was a Methodist minister 
and global missionary.   Carol became a member of Circle #7 and eagerly participated in the group’s activities 
in support of her new community.  Her compassion, kindness and commitment to Christian service were 
quickly noticed by others and the circle members readily embraced their new friend. 

Carol was born in Trent, South Dakota, and spent her early childhood on the Culver family farms in Iowa 
and North Dakota.  In 1925, she moved with her family to Cedar Falls, Iowa, where she graduated as valedic-
torian of her high school class.  She graduated from the University of Northern Iowa in 1934, and began a 
career as a school teacher that spanned more than 40 years.  In 1935, Carol Culver traveled to China, where 
she taught for two years at the Christian Herald Industrial Mission in Foujou.  After returning to the United 
States in 1937 to study at Asbury College in Kentucky, she accepted an appointment to teach for the Santals, 
an aboriginal group in the jungles of Bihar, north of Calcutta, India.  It was there she met and married the 
widower, Roland Scott; a missionary serving as principal of Woodstock School in Mussoorie while raising his 
two young boys, Bob and David.  Subsequently, the family moved to Nagpur, in central India, where Roland 
worked with the National Christian Council of India.  The Scotts continued their mission work in Asia and add-
ed two more boys to their family, Gordon and Doug.  In 1955, Carol returned with her husband and four sons 
to the United States, living for seven years in Glen Rock, New Jersey, where she resumed her teaching ca-
reer.  Except for a three-year period when she lived in Geneva, Switzerland from 1962 to 1965, Carol taught 
5th and 6th grades until her 1976 retirement from the Williamsburg school system. 

Carol and Roland moved to Charlottesville, Virginia in 1981 to be near their eldest son Bob, who was then 
Dean of the Law School at UVA.  Once again, Carol became an active member of her community and joined 
the First United Methodist Church.  Carol moved with her husband to Charlottesville’s retirement community 
Westminster-Canterbury of the Blue Ridge in 1990 and she remained there following Roland’s death in 1992 
until she passed away in 2003 at the age of 88.  Son Bob is now a professor at Columbia Law School in New 
York.  David became a missionary himself.  Gordon lives in Newport News and unfortunately, Doug passed 
away in 1995. 

Spotlight on UMW Circle 
History 

Carol Scott Circle  
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Williamsburg United 
Methodist Women 

UMW Circle Meetings 
August 2017 

(UMW Circle History cont. 
from page 4 . . .)   

 

Circle #7 wanted to honor 
their friend and devoted 
member.  They felt all of Car-
ol’s wonderful attributes 

should be recognized and looked for a way to do so.  
In 1983, the circle members voted to change their 
name.  Thus, Circle #7 was renamed for the group’s 
own missionary and became the Carol Scott Circle. 

Today, the Carol Scott Circle numbers 15 mem-
bers.  They meet in the church den on the second 
Tuesday of each month, still at 1:00 pm.  The circle 
responsibilities are support of FISH, care of shut-ins 
and development of UMCOR kits. 

Thank you for all the contributions the UMW has 
already received at our first two collections.  The 
money we raise with our bi-ennial bazaar goes di-
rectly to local and global missions.  Mark Saturday, 
November 4 on your calendars for this year’s ba-
zaar.  Please consider household goods for kitchens 
and bathrooms, books of all kinds, Christmas deco-
rations and pictures and picture frames.  Please be 
sure that the items you donate are in good, 
clean condition and can be considered resala-
ble.  As mentioned in the past we do not take 
linens, luggage, large furniture, encyclopedia, 
VHS movies, electronics and computer equip-
ment. 

The next collection date is on Thursday, 
August 31 from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Please 
bring items to Room 305 on the second floor 
(elevator access). 

Questions?  Contact Janet Henke  (345-6362). 

2017 

NEWS 

UMW Book Club 
The August meeting of the UMW Book Club will 

meet on Monday, August 14 at 7:00 p.m., at the 
home of Margie Chevalier, (Lafayette Village Apart-
ments, off of Longhill Rd, at 118 DeHaven Ct., Apt. 
I).  Once again, we will be reading a book of our 
choice from a category of our choice from the Read-
ing Program list.  All are invited.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617). 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE – Tuesday, August 
8 at 7:00 p.m. Salad and dessert social at the 
home of Karen McPherson, 3296 Reade’s Way 
near Jamestown High School. 
 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE – Saturday, August 
12 at 5:30 p.m. Dinner out at Center Street Grill. 
 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE – No meeting in August. 
 

CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE – No meeting in 
August. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE – No meeting in August. 
 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE – No meeting in August. 
 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE – No meeting in August. 
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE – No 
meeting in August. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

WUMW Board Meeting – August 28 at 7:00 
p.m. in Room 309. 
 

Bazaar Collection Day – August 31 from 1:00 
p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
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United Methodist Men will be having their 
monthly breakfasts during the summer at Capital 
Pancake House.  The next Saturday breakfast 
will be at 9:00 a.m. on August 5.  The restau-
rant is located at 802 Capitol Landing Road.  Come 
join us for a time of great food and fellowship.  No 
reservations are needed.  Questions?  Contact John 
Tressler (259-1193). 

From 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., you are free to ex-
plore the park followed by dinner at 5:00 p.m. and 
then a gathering time around the fire pit.  The 
church will provide chicken and hamburgers.  Please 
bring a side dish to share and your own drinks.  

Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek, 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org or 229-1771. 

August 27 from 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

New Quarter Park 

Dinner begins at 5:00 p.m. 

Global Outreach News:  

Abukloi 
Have you read recent news articles regarding 

South Sudan?  The political, military, and humani-
tarian situation is South Sudan is desperate.  The 
continuation of armed conflict and the displacement 
of tens of thousands of people are tearing at the 
fabric of this new country.  As of May of this year, 
half the population is said to be at risk of starvation.    
The suffering is unimaginable.  

Because the circumstances are so difficult for 
those who reside in South Sudan, six years ago a 
group of Virginians established Abukloi, Inc.  They 
work with the people of South Sudan and continue 
to seek ways to help. 

Since its establishment, Abukloi has placed two 
wells on property, acquired buildings for a school, 
hired a faculty of 16 and a director, and enrolled 
320 students, one-third of whom are girls.  The first 
class will graduate this fall and, to that end, Abukloi 
has begun to establish business opportunities so 
those who graduate will have the possibility of jobs.  
Currently, there is a sewing business, an internet 
café, and a five acre fenced farm with 35 farmers.  
The hope is to set graduates up in small businesses 
by awarding $3,000 in micro-loans to the best busi-
ness plans submitted for approval.  A portion of 
profits from the business will go to support the 
school.   

Abukloi’s goal is to help the school become self-
sustaining by the end of 2019.  With the incredible 
effort being made by the people of South Sudan 
against all but overwhelming obstacles and with 
your help, the goal will be reached.  

If you would like to learn more about this re-
markable program or explore how you might be-
come involved in helping in South Sudan, contact 
Dr. Robert L. Parsons (565-1609) or 
dminbp@aol.com. 

Please keep the people of South Sudan and this 
effort in your prayers.   

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:dminbp@aol.com
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SCHOOL KITS BRING HOPE  
 

In developing countries, a pencil and a piece of paper can mean 
the world for children without access to basic school supplies.  For 
most, receiving a school kit is serious business because it provides 
hope for a real future. 

Eang, a fifth grader, living in rural Kampong Leaeng district in 
Cambodia, is one school-kit recipient who doesn’t take his education 
for granted.  He said, “Before having this kit, I had only a half pencil 
and a thin notebook that would last just three months.  Now I have 
everything I need to study for a whole year!” 

2017 UMCOR Kits  

Missions Project 
 

Our goal for June 2017 – 1000 Health Kits 
 

Sent to Conference on 6/15/17 – 1512 total kits 

(plus $2541 for shipping and toothpaste) 

 

Each year in May, Global Outreach and the 
UMCOR kit committee ask the congregation to join 
us in mission to help replenish the UMCOR ware-
house with needed relief supplies and kits.  This 
year, with a challenge from UMCOR, we set a goal 
of 1000 health kits to add to the other kits being 
done by United Methodist Women and other 
groups and individuals in the church.  

The joyful and overwhelming response this year included about 70 people of all ages who donated a Sat-
urday morning to assemble over 950 health kits.  This has been a year-long effort including 7 UMW Circles, 
Sunday School classes, our Youth, the Thanksgiving Day mission effort, Wesley Students, Respite Care, 
Messy Church, and many individuals (and in some cases, their neighbors). 

Thank you to everyone who donated completed kits, supplies for kits, sewed school kit bags, finished 
school kit bags with snaps, assembled kits, donated money for supplies, donated money for shipping, and 
generally cheered us on!  Thanks to our pastors and Conference representatives for transporting the kits to 
Conference in Hampton!  This is the largest number of kits we have sent to UMCOR in at least 8 years.  

Thank you all for your support and participation in this mission project. 
 

Global Outreach Kit Committee:  Barbara Hamson, Terri Morgan, Peggy Hook 

 

P.S. – School supplies are on sale now – great time to stock up.  There is space available at the church for 
storage of any kits or kit supplies.  See Barb Hamson. 

Breakdown: 

 VA  
Conference 

Williamsburg  
UMC 

Total Kits  47,012  1,512 

Health Kits  26,599  1,029 

School Kits 12,987  347 

Baby Layette Kits  1,397  25 

Birthing Kits 4,479  101 

Sewing Kits  540  10 

Flood Buckets 366  0 

Bedding Kits 390  0 

Total Value  $619,152 $18,333 
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A Family Worship Experience:  
Messy Church! 

Tuesday, August 8 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Theme:  “The Soldier’s Faith – A Lesson in Faith, Humility 
and Love!” 

Join Us for Crafts, Water Play, Games, Celebration Time 
and Dinner 

Our Students Need Your Help 
WJCC school children return to class on September 5.  We know from experience that many families 

struggle just to put food on the table let alone provide the necessary school supplies for the new school year.  
WUMC has a long history of providing assistance with school supplies to the pre-school Head Start program, 
the Erase the Need Program, Social Services, the children who live in assisted housing in Highland Park, and 
several schools with high concentrations of homeless students.  In recent years, about 1/3 of all WJCC stu-
dents received free or reduced lunch which indicates that many students live in poverty. 

Our local children and their families need our help to prepare students to arrive at school ready to learn.  
We need to do all we can to help keep children in school and with their successful preparation for the future’s 
technology-driven jobs.  The school supply drive will run through the month of August and provide much 
needed resources.  Place items in the marked bins in the atrium closet near the office.  Here is a list of basic 
supplies that are always needed: 

Backpacks (no wheels, 
please) 

3 ring binders – 1”, 2”, 
especially 3” 

Loose-leaf paper (college 
rule or wide rule) 

Black & white composition 
books (college rule or wide 
rule) 

Pencil pouches, boxes, or 
cases 

Black or blue ballpoint pens 

Note:  Our schools no longer use wire bound spiral notebooks.  
They specify black & white composition notebooks. 
    

 

Your Local Outreach Team 

#2 yellow wooden or 
mechanical pencils 

Pink rectangular erasers 

Glue sticks or bottles of glue 

Crayons, 24/box 

Pocket folders, with or 
without brads 

5 or 8 tab divider sets 

3 x 5 ruled white index cards 

Sticky note pads 

Black dry erase markers 

Colored pencils 

Washable markers 

Highlighters 

Blunt tipped or sharp scissors 

4 gigabyte flash drives (needed 
for working on computers) 

Boxes or packs of tissues 
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REGULAR WEDNESDAY 
DINNERS & ACTIVITIES  

RETURN THIS FALL! 
 

Join us September 6 when regular Re-
Charge is back with new activities and menu 
items.  Beginning at 5:30 p.m., and serving 
continuously until 6:30 p.m., enjoy a delicious 
dinner and good conversation with others.  
After dinner, participate in our activities or 
simply enjoy the rest of your evening.  Some 
of our new activities are listed to the right.  
Look for more information regarding other 
new activities and the September menu in the 
Sunday bulletin, e-notes, the church website 
and the next issue of the newsletter.   

 

Questions, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

After Dinner Activities 

Senior Pastor’s Midweek Bible Study 

Staying Young:  Body, Mind, & Soul 
A biblical owner’s manual for extending your warranty 

through physical and spiritual well-being 

Leader:  Rev. Bill Jones 

Meet Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
& Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in Room XXX 

Begins September 6 & 7 – October 11/12 
 

Jesus said:  “The thief enters only to steal, kill, and de-
stroy. I came so that they could have life – indeed, so that 

they could live life to the fullest.” – John 10:10 (CEB) 
 

“May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
– 1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NRSV) 

 

The topics to be explored: 

• What Would Jesus Eat?  The Case for Food Rules 

• Would Jesus Exercise?  God Made the Body to Be 

Used – So Use It 

• Being Healthy of Mind as Well as Body 

• Keeping Your Soul Healthy 

• Health Tips from John Wesley, Methodist Health 

Crusader 

 

The Armor of God  

Leader:  Sandy van Leliveld  

Begins September 13 from 6:15 p.m.—7:15 p.m. 
 

Do you get Discouraged when you see the current 
challenges in the world?  Do you feel Overwhelmed?  De-
feated?  Ephesians 6:11 says "Put on the full armor of God 
so that you can take a stand against the devil's schemes".  
All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you.  A 
cunning, devilish enemy seeks to wreak havoc on every-
thing that matters to you - your emotions, your mind, your 
family, your future.  Priscilla Shirer has written a 7-session 
Bible Study that will bring to light the war around you and 
challenge you to suit up, stand firm, and secure victory in 
your life.  Sound interesting?  View some teaching clips at 
lifeway.com/armorofGod.  Contact the church office 
(229-1771) to sign up and order your Study Book. 

PICNIC CAFÉ CONTINUES 
 

Our popular Wednesday night ReCharge 
dinners will continue through the summer.  
We are in summer "mode,” and our menus are 
reflecting this more informal time of year with 
many of your favorite picnic/cookout foods 
served.  Meals are available to carry out or 
eat-in depending on your summer evening 
plans.  The cost for the meal is only $6/adult, 
$3/child (ages 3-12) with a $20.00 family 
maximum.  A special family movie night is 
planned for August 8.  We will be watching 
“Finding Nemo”.  Watch the Sunday bulletin 
and subsequent e-notes for further infor-
mation about summer ReCharge!  Please re-
member to make a reservation for dinner 
by completing a dinner form at Connec-
tion Corner, in the pew racks, or calling 
the church office (229-1771).   

WEDNESDAYS 

lifeway.com/armorofGod
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RECONNECT:  with the Song, neighbors and the world 
Our society has become increasingly intolerant.  We don’t talk to one another over dinner because we’re 

perusing Facebook on our phones and may become irritated by the person at the store walking slowly or per-
haps a distracted driver.  Unwittingly, we have isolated ourselves by living in a world where we purchase gro-
ceries online, pick them up in the parking lot, and order clothes from Amazon or a store website to be deliv-
ered to our door.  Let’s purpose to reconnect with the people of God.  Our church and music department 
should be a place where people have a sense of belonging.  We can help in this effort, as Christians, to reach 
out with warmth and hospitality to love the people God brings across our paths.  Williamsburg Church is a 
place to belong and reconnect.  Therefore, our music department theme this year is:   
 

ECONNECT:  with the , eighbors and the orld. 

 

If you need a place to belong and reconnect, try the Sanctuary Choir, Covenant Ringers, In Nomine Dei 
Ringers, or the Sanctuary Orchestra.  There are no auditions, although the Covenant Ringers requires ringers 
with experience.  For further information, contact Lou-Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 
lsmith@williamsburgumc.org or (229-1771 x107).  Be on the lookout for detailed information coming in 
the September newsletter!  I look forward to meeting you!   

Respite proudly renovated the two restrooms located outside 
our dining and activity areas, with softer colors and materials 
more soothing and functional for our members.  Sinks, faucets, 
tile, cabinetry, artwork and mirrors were updated.  We also 
painted our dining area ceiling to create a softer sky blue feel, to 
compliment our clean LED lighting and coordinated dining table, 
manager desk and work table.  A chandelier now welcomes fami-
lies to our home-like center. 

We extend gratitude to Joyce Houff, Interior Designer, who 
volunteered her time to Respite, leading us through these reno-
vations and guiding us on cost effective, coordinated product se-
lections!  We also recognize Andrew Taylor with College Creek 
Construction for his tenacity with the bathroom renovation.  His 
crew overcame multiple challenges with the age of the tile and 
plumbing, providing us with two beautiful, tranquil restrooms. 

Check out our improvements on your next visit to WUMC!   

Thank you to Williamsburg United Methodist Church for host-
ing a program that transforms the lives of our Respite members 
and their caregivers with a place of peace, acceptance and con-
nection.  

Carolyn Yowell 
Respite Director 

Enhancements by Respite 

mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of July: 

Martha Wren Briggs 

If you ever have a moment, stop by our website to see what’s going on at our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about all the ministries and other activities that you or your family 
may be interested in joining!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something you see on our website, contact the church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked out our Website? 

A Prayer and Psalm for how God watches over our earth during the summer months.   
Be thankful and “Pray without ceasing”! 

 - I Thessalonians 5:17 
 

A Psalm for Summer 
Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled. 
You who answer prayer, to you all people will come. 
When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions. 
Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts! 
We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple. 
You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds, God our Savior,  

the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas, 
who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength, 
who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the nations. 

The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades,  
you call forth songs of joy. 

You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. 
The streams of God are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you have ordained it. 
You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 
You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance. 
The grasslands of the wilderness overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. 
The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain; they shout for joy and sing. 
(Psalm 65, NIV) 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, contact  
Cindy Banek (229–1771 ext. 258) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Endowment Notes 
Considering a gift to our church through 

a will, trust, or estate plan?  Be sure to use 
the correct legal name and address:  

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
500 Jamestown Road 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Thank You! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Keyboard 

ECMS offers several adult Keyboard classes at vari-
ous levels. Whether you are a complete beginner, a 
rusty returnee, or even an intermediate to advanced 
player, there are spots for you!  

Youth Guitar 1 

Youth Guitar Year 1 (ages 7+) is an exciting new 
class at ECMS that will approach Beginner Guitar Educa-
tion with an emphasis on ensemble playing, music liter-
acy, as well as music and motion concepts.  The curric-
ulum is written and developed by Anthony Williams, 
Director of ECMS.  Anthony has been a professional gui-
tarist for over a decade with experience in genres rang-
ing from folk, jazz, classical, and rock.  He has had the 
good fortune to study classical guitar with Larry Snitzler 
who was a member of the Andre Segovia master clas-
ses.  Each guitar student will need their own ny-
lon string guitar to bring to class.  Written and 
listening curriculum will be provided as part of 
tuition. 

Adult Guitar True Beginner  

Adult Guitar True Beginner is a new addition to the 
ECMS adult classes.  This curriculum will use traditional 
beginner guitar methods from various published 
sources.  Anthony has been a professional guitarist for 
over a decade with experience in genres ranging from 
folk, jazz, classical, and rock.  Intended as recreational 
guitar playing, the classes 
are stress free, supportive 
and rewarding.  Each gui-
tar student will need their 
own guitar to bring to 
class. 

For more information, 
contact Anthony Williams, 
Director of Early Childhood 
Music School (229-1771 
ext 108) or mranthony.ecms@gmail.com.  

Early Childhood Music School 
Fall 2017 - Spring 2018 Registration 

Just a quick reminder ECMS classes are just around the corner!  While we have tons of classes for our children 
don’t forget we also have classes for the “young-at-heart.”  

mailto:mranthony.ecms@gmail.com

